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An endowment to fund the “Matthew Kirkman Fire Science Scholarship” has been established by family, friends, and colleagues in the German Township Fire Department to help future Vincennes University students in Fire Science. To date, more than $16,000 in donations will fund this endowment. 


Al Scarpellini stated “Matt always had a hardworking attitude, a smiling face, and the willingness to help other, even tutoring fellow students at times.” He also noted “Matt had all the instincts of a fire fighter and he was content with life no matter the circumstances.” At age 16, he joined the German Township Department in Evansville, IN. From September 2000 to December 2001 Matt was enrolled as a student in the Vincennes University Fire Science Program. Because of his hard work and dedication, he became a paid employee of the German township Fire Dept. 


On September 22, a plaque was dedicated to the Department of Fire Science in memory of Matthew. In attendance were Jay and Becky Kirkman, parents of Matthew. Also attending this very special dedication were Al Scarpellini, Program Chair of Fire and Safety, Dan Burgei, Division Dean of Public Service, Bumper Hostetler, Vincennes University Foundation President, and Rhonda Wyatt, Vincennes University Foundation Scholarship Coordinator. 


Matt’s loving family and the German Township Fire Department have established this endowment in Matt’s honor to help other enthused Fire Science students succeed just as Matt had dreamed for himself. This commemorative plaque will be displayed in Davis Hall on Vincennes University campus.  
