May 4, 2005

Dear Local Official:


The purpose of this letter is to update you on information that we have received regarding Homeland Security Funding.  As you may know, in 2004 President Bush signed Homeland Security Presidential Directive -5 (HSPD-5), authorizing the development of a National Incident Management System (NIMS). The purpose of NIMS is to provide a comprehensive national approach to incident management, applicable to all jurisdictional levels across functional disciplines.  The NIMS ensures that emergency responders will have the same training, goals and expectations, and will be speaking the same language at the scene of an incident.  

The Homeland Security Grants are significant. In Fiscal Year 2004, Kent County received $2.7M, and $2.3M in 2005. . These funds are disbursed among the 11 response disciplines throughout our County.  We have been advised by the Department of Homeland Security that grants for FY 2006 will be contingent upon being “NIMS Compliant”.

The Department of Homeland Security has set guidelines on becoming NIMS compliant. They are based on the following criteria; 

· Training – all response agencies shall have mid to upper management staff complete the following on-line courses 

· IS-700 – “National Incident Management System, An Introduction” http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is700.asp 

· IS-800 - “National Response Plan (NRP), An Introduction” http://www.training.fema.gov/emiweb/IS/is800.asp 

· 4 hours of overtime is allowed. Overtime requests shall be submitted to the Kent County Emergency Management Division for grant reimbursement. 

· Adopting NIMS 

· Local governments shall establish legislation, executive orders, resolutions or ordinances to formally adopt the National Incident Management System.(sample enclosed)

· The adoption of NIMS shall be recorded in an official document and a copy provided to the Emergency Management Division.

· NIMCAST

· Kent County Emergency Management must complete a web-based self assessment tool called NIMCAST

· This provides a baseline for use in developing our full NIMS implementation plan. 

In an effort to facilitate this process, the Kent County Emergency Management Division will be providing an orientation on NIMS compliancy, and training on the IS-700 and IS-800 courses on the following dates: May 17and May 19 from 6:00-9:00 PM, and May 23 from 9:00AM – 12:00 Noon.  The trainings will at the Kent County Sheriff Department EOC Room. Please RSVP with our clerk Donna Driscoll at 616-632-6257. 

Feel free to call Lt. Jack Stewart at 616-632-6255, or Sue Barthels at 616-6326256 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Lt. Jack Stewart

Kent County Sheriff Department

Emergency Management Division

JS/dmd

Attachments

SAMPLE LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

FOR THE ADOPTION OF

THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

AT A MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL/BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF _________ CITY/COUNTY, MICHIGAN, HELD AT ______, ON________,  200__,

RESOLUTION
 - ADOPTING THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IN _________ CITY/COUNTY, MICHIGAN


WHEREAS, the City Council/Board of Commissioners of the City/County of City/County, Michigan, does hereby find as follows:

WHEREAS, the President in Homeland Security Directive (HSPD)-5, directed the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to develop and administer a National Incident Management System (NIMS), which would provide a consistent nationwide approach for Federal, State, and local governments to work together more effectively and efficiently to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size or complexity;  

WHEREAS, the collective input and guidance from all Federal, State, and local homeland security partners has been, and will continue to be, vital to the development, effective implementation and utilization of a comprehensive NIMS;

WHEREAS, it is necessary and desirable that all Federal, State, and local emergency agencies and personnel coordinate their efforts to effectively and efficiently provide the highest levels of incident management;   

WHEREAS, to facilitate the most efficient and effective incident management it is critical that Federal, State, and local organizations utilize standardized terminology, standardized organizational structures, interoperable communications, consolidated action plans, unified command structures, uniform personnel qualification standards, uniform standards for planning, training, and exercising, comprehensive resource management, and designated incident facilities during emergencies or disasters;  

WHEREAS, the NIMS standardized procedures for managing personnel, communications, facilities and resources will improve the city's/county's ability to utilize federal funding to enhance local agency readiness, maintain first responder safety, and streamline incident management processes,

WHEREAS, the Incident Command System components of NIMS are already an integral part of various city/county incident management activities, including current emergency management training programs; and 

WHEREAS, the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks (9-11 Commission) recommended adoption of a standardized Incident Command System.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAIMED by the City Council/Board of Commissioners of the City/County of City/County, Michigan, that the National Incident Management System (NIMS) is established as the City/County standard for incident management. 

Dated: ____________________
City Council/Board of Commissioners, City/County of City/County, MI

Attest


Clerk, City Council/Board of Commissioners


City/County of City/County, State of Michigan
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